4	HYMNS OF THE ALVARS
movement in India. In that movement a few great
names stand out: the Bhagavad Glta, Ramanujacharya,
and the founders of the later sects in North India
which owe their inspiration to him, may be taken as
the landmarks, so far as the Vaishnavite movement is
concerned; while on a line of its own, owing its inspiration
very largely to the Gita, but directing its devotion to Siva
rather than to Vishnu, is the Saivite bhakti movement, with
its hymns of the Devaram and the Tiruvachakam* Bhakti
itself, the attitude of fervent devotion to God, may of course
be found wherever men turn in eagerness of desire, or in
extremity of despair, away from themselves and their own
reasonings to the One; but the historical student has to be
content with such references to this attitude and experience
as he can find in literature and ritual.
Thus, before the Glta, it has been pointed out that in
the Vedas, the grace of Varuna already provides the
ground for such loving devotion as is later to find expres-
sion in the bhakti movement. In the later literature of
the Brahmanas (? 800-500 b.c.) Vishnu, though only
one of many gods, already has something of the attrac-
tiveness that marks the sun-gods in many mythologies.
It is significant that if there is any error in the ritual
of sacrifice, it is Vishnu who is invoked. In the ritual
of marriage, too, he has an important place, and thus
comes near to man in the most intimate and friendly
relations of life. By far the most important reference to
Vishnu in this connection is the legend which was later to
find a place as the story of one of the ten avataras of
Vishnu—the legend of how he, when all the other gods
were helpless, redeemed the earth from the Asuras. He
was the dwarf Vamana who was contemptuously offered as
much of the earth as he could compass in three strides.
Straightway he swelled to the form of Tri-Vikrama, and
with his first step bestrode the earth, with a second the
highest heaven, and then failing to find a place for the third
stride, he placed his foot on the head of Bali, the king of the
demons. Vishnu thus stands out from among his fellow-
gods as the one who actually did something for the redemp-
tion of the world, the one upon whose grace, therefore, man

